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dinary occurrences, such, for instance, as are recorded
in the lives of the Monks ; nay, from certain miracles
of Scripture, such as St. Paul's preservation from the
viper, of which nothing comes, and still more the re-
surrection wrought by Elisha's bones., "It has been
said," says Paley, " that if the prodigies of the Jewish
history had been found only in fragments of Manetho
or Berosus, we should have paid no regard to them;
and I am willing to admit this. If we knew nothing
of the facts but from the fragment; if we possessed
no proof that these accounts have been credited and
acted upon from times, probably, as ancient as the
accounts themselves ; if we had no visible effects con-
nected with the history, no subsequent or collateral
testimony to confirm it; under these circumstances I
think that it would be undeserving of credit". He
goes on to say that this is not the case as regards the
introduction of Christianity; nor, as,we may add, as
regards the history of Arius.

191. Again, it must be observed that this is more
strictly a miracle of the Church than many which
occur within her pale and among her members; that
is, it is done by the Church as the Church. Though
it bears a tentative character, it is the result of a
solemn intercession, a solemn anathema, of the
Church. Miracles happened in the kingdom of Israel,
where there was no Church; but here is a contest
between an Emperor and a heresy on the one side,